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PROCEEDINGS 

the clerk: Criminal Action 06-172, united States vs. 
Vincent Tillman. 

Counsel , please approach the lectum and identify 
yourselves. 

m. wasserman: Good afternoon, Your Honor. Steven 
wasserman on behalf of the united states. 

MR. axam: Good afternoon, Your Honor. Tony Axam on 
behalf of Vincent Tillman. 

THE COURT: Good afternoon, counsel. 

Someone had passed up two — 

Okay. I have not had a chance to look at these. 

Mr. wasserman, did you have a chance to look at these 
documents? 

MR. wasserman: i did. 

THE COURT: One is a letter from St. Stephen's 
Baptist Church. 

Let me just read it real quick. 

And the other is a letter from the Department of 
Public safety and Correctional Services parole and Probation 
Office of Hyattsville. 

Essentially, the probation officer says Mr. Tillman 
is currently in compliance with all the conditions of his 
probation. That's fine. 

Mr. Tillman's case is here for a status hearing. I 
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want to hear from Mr. Axam or Mr. Wassennan or both. 

MR. axam: Your Honor, I filed a motion for the Court 
to reconsider Mr. Tillman's conditions of release. I 
understand from Mr. Tillman today and from his family that he 
plans to retain private counsel . He does not want me to argue 
the motion that I filed and would like for the attorney that he 
plans to retain to argue any motions. And he understands that 
he will continue to be held. 

TOE COURT: "That's fine. He's entitled to the 
attorney of his choice. 

Do we know who the attorney is? 

MR, AXAM: Billy Ponds did contact me and informed me 
that he is very close to entering his appearance. 

TOE COURT: That's fine. Then what's your request, 
to continue the case until another date? 

MR. axam: Yes. 

the court: For what, ascertainment of counsel 
purposes or for purposes of the new attorney arguing the motion 
or what? 

MR. axam: I would ask for — 

TOE COURT: Maybe just for a status hearing. I've 
not selected a trial date and I've not put in place a briefing 
schedule in this case. 

|vr. AXAM: That is correct. 

the COURT: Are there any speedy trial issues that 
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need to be addressed? 

MR. axam: Your Honor, I don't believe that we are up 
against a speedy trial date. Mr. Tilltnan was initially 
arraigned on the 28th of June and the speedy trial date is 
September 5, I believe. 

THE COURT: Mr. wasserman. 

MR. WASSERMAN: That's correct, Your Honor, the 
speedy trial date is in September. I think we waived last 
time. Maybe we didn't. I don't think we did actually speedy 
trial last time. 

THE COURT: Is anyone asking for a waiver? 

MR. WASSERMAN: I had not asked for one last time. 

THE COURT: Actually, there is a motion pending, 
there's a motion to continue the case, so that would toll 
between now and the next status hearing date. 

Do you disagree with that? 

mr. axam: There is that motion and there is the 
motion to reconsider the conditions of release as well . 

THE COURT: That's right. That tolls as well. 

what day would you like, counsel? 

MR. AXAM: Your Honor, Mr. Ponds indicated that he 
would likely enter his appearance next week. I would, I 
suppose, ask for next Friday if that's available. 

the COURT: That would be the 21st. Actually, the 
25th is a better day for the Court. I can't do it the 20th. 
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is the 25th a bad day for anyone? 

MR. wasserpwi: I have a 10:00 a.m. before Judge 
Kennedy and I have a meeting at 3:00 p.m. 

the COURT: May I suggest 2:00. Actually, maybe I 
can do it earlier than that, how about 11:30? 

MR. wasserman: That's fine, Your Honor. 

the COURT: 11:30 on the 25th. 

mr. axam: That's fine, Your Honor. 
' THE COURT: I'll continue your case until the 25th of 
July at 11:30. 

Now, shall I return these or keep these letters? I 
don't want to keep the only copies, though. 

MR. axam: I believe the family passed those up. 

THE COURT: That's fine. Then I'll keep them in the 
chambers' jacket. I won't file them in the public docket. 

MR. AXAM: Thank you. 

THE defendant: May I say something? 

the COURT: You have an excellent lawyer. You're 
giving up one for another one. He doesn't know what you're 
going to say. 

the defendant: I just wanted to let you know that I 
talked to Mr. Ponds yesterday. And he was telling me that he 
would be available next week. I don't know if he was in a 
trial , because him and Mr. Danny Onorato are supposed to be 
coming. 
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the COURT: He's always busy. I'm going to schedule 
it for the 25th with the understanding that if the attorneys 
wish me to advance it to the 18th, 19th or 20th, then they can 
let my courtroom deputy know and I'll be happy to accomodate 
them. He's in trial and I don't want to pick another date, we 
don't know what his availability is like on the 25th anyway. 
So if there's a need, Mr. Axam, to advance the case, I'll be 
happy to do so. 

MR. axam: very well , Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right. Thank you, counsel. Mr. 
Tillman, take care, we'll talk again on the 25th. 

(The hearing concluded at 5:15 p.m.) 
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